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SMACKOUT 
Radio Program Log 1931 to 1935 


Marian and Jim Jordan initiated their radio acting career in Chicago in 1926 as the 
O'Henry Twins. This music program was followed by other shows, The Air Scouts and The 
Smith Family, which were broadcast over independent stations. Then, in early 1931, The 
Smith Family was broadcast by CBS and soon after by NBC. All this time the Jordans were 
also in vaudeville and were using radio to advertise their stage shows (which realized a much 
more favorable financial return). 


SMACKOUT was created by Don Quinn who became their long-time partner/writer. 
This program premiered at 6:00 pm on Monday, March 2, 1931 over WMAQ which was owned 
by CBS at the time. Soon after, NBC purchased WMAQ and assumed operations on November 1, 
1931. 


‘Meanwhile, Don Quinn wrote and the Jordans performed song and comedy on this fifteen 
minute program that generally played three to five times a week, Monday through Saturday. 
During the first two years SMACKOUT was a balance of comedy and song, vaudeville style, 
while the last two years were predominantly comedy. Jim played a bragging grocery store 
owner, Luke Grey, who was always just "smack out" of everything. Marian was heard as his 
wife, Mirandy; she played piano accompaniment for the many musical numbers heard on the 
show, and began working with her little girl voice that eventually became the favorite 
"Teeny" of so many Fibber McGee and Molly listeners. 


According to a letter from Jim Jordan, over the four and one-half years of SMACKOUT 
the program was sustained — there were no sponsors. Because of this, SMACKOUT was pre- 
empted many times by special programming and by sports casts. When the Jordans opened their 
Fibber McGee and Molly program on April 16, 1935, they continued with SMACKOUT for four 
more months until the final SMACKOUT broadcast, number 932, on Saturday, August 3, 1935. 


Sources: "Chicago Daily News" microfilms, logs and articles from 
the daily radio features page, loaned by the University 
of Illinois, Chicago, Illinois; 1-01-31 to 9-30-35. 


"New York Times" microfilms, logs and articles from the ` 
Sunday week-long radio pages, loaned by the John 
Steinbeck Library, Salinas, California; 1-01-31 to 
9-30-35. 


SUMMARY OF SMACKOUT 
with Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station, Network and Notes 


Pgm Month Local Time 
d Day & f of Day Station Network Notes 
1-106 M&T 3-02-31 6:00-6:15 pm WMAQ CBS Begin Series: (From 
Th-S to Chicago until 4-11-35) 
7-28-31 
— — 7-29-31 — — — Vacation 
to 
8-09-31 
107-171 M-S 8-10-31 6:15-6:30 pm WMAG CBS Resume and time change 
(5/wk) to (Last CBS) 
10-31-31 
172-199 M-S 11-3-31  6:15-6:30pm  WMAQ NBC New Network 
(5/wk) to (First NBC) 
12-12-31 
200-215 M-S 12-14-31 11:15-11:30 am WMAG NBC Time Change 
(5/wk) to 
1-02-32 
216-372 M-S 1-04-32 1:45-2:00 pm WMAQ NBC Time Change 
(2-6/wk) to 
9-15-32 
373-387 M-F 9-19-32 2:30-2:45 pm WMAQ NBC Time Change 
(3-4/wk) to 
10-14-32 
388-397 M-F 10-17-32 2:30-2:45 pm KYW NBC Station Change 
(3-4/wk) to 
11-01-32 
398-408 M-F 11-02-32 2:30-2:45 pm WMAQ NBC Station Change 
(2-5/wk) to 
11-25-32 
409-575 M-S 11-29-32 11:00-11:15 am WENR NBC Time and Station 
(2-6/wk) to Change (Begin and 
9-23-33 end WENR) 
576-603 M-S 9-25-33 . 12:45-1:00pm KYW NBC Time and Station 
(2-6/wk) to Change 
11-08-33 


SUMMARY OF SMACKOUT 
with Marian and Jim Jordan - (continued) 


Schedule, Station, Network and Notes 


Pgm 
# 


604-614 


615-715 


7%-743 


744-804 


805-829 


830-872 


873-879 


Day 


M-F 
(1-5/wk) 


M-F 
(2-5/wk) 


M-F 
(1-5/wk) 


M-F 
(2-5/wk) 


M -S 
(1-5/wk) 


M-S 
(3-5/wk) 


| Mont 


& # 
11-09-33 
to 
11-19-33 
11-20-33 
to 


12-18-33 


12-19-33 


to 


8-20-34 
11-30-34 


12-03-34 


1-22-35 


1-23-35 
to 
3-30-35 


4-01-35 
to 
4-11-35 


Local Time 
of Day 


12:45-1:00 pm 


1:30-1:45 pm 


1:30-1:45 pm 


1:30-1:45 pm 


1:30-1:45 pm 


9:00-9:15 am 


9:05-9:15 am 


Station Network 


KYW 


KYW 


KYW 


WMAO 


WMAO 


WMAO 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


Notes 


Vacation 


Resume 


Time Change 


World's Fair Participation 


Resume 


Vacation 


Resume (End KYW) 


Station Change 


Vacation 


Resume and Time Change 


Time Change 


SUMMARY OF SMACKOUT | 
with Marian and Jim Jordan - (continued) 


Schedule, Station, Network and Notes 


Pgm Month Local Time 
d Day & # of Day Station Network Notes 
880-888 M-S 4-15-35 9:05-9:15 am WMAG NBC Location Change: 
(2-4/wk) to From New York 
5-04-35 Station Change (WJZ) 


(FM&M Premiere) 


889-932 M-S 5-09-35 9-05-9:15 am WMAQ NBC Location Change: 
(3-5/wk) to Return to Chicago 
8-03-35 Resume Station WMAQ 
(Final Program) 
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